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AnnouncementsThe AATS Graham Foundation
In Its 41st Year, the AATSGraham Foundation
Announces New Specialty ProgramsOver the past year, new fellowship programs for interna-
tional professionals, fellows, residents, and medical students
have been developed that provide specialized educational
and training opportunities.
The Cardiothoracic Surgical Investigator Program
caters to cardiothoracic surgeons interested in conducting
clinical or translational research, while the Traveling
Scholar Program provides young cardiothoracic surgeons
from around the world a chance to study clinical techniques
at a secondary institution.
Our new Resident Poster Session Scholarship for thoracic
surgical residents has become extremely popular and com-
petitive, along with the Critical Care Scholarship program
that boasts over 50 students expected to participate in 2014!
TheAATSGraham Foundation Fellowship for Advanced
EBUS Training Program (sponsored by Olympus America)
provides an educational experience for young thoracic sur-
geons from North America to spend a focused period of be-
tween one month and four months’ time studying clinical
techniques at a host institution proficient in EBUS. The
AATSGraham Foundation Intuitive Surgical Robotics Fel-
lowship provided an advanced educational experience for 8
North American general thoracic Fellows and their attending
surgeons to spend a two-day period at Intuitive Surgical’s At-
lanta, GA, facility to experience an introductory training
course on Intuitive Surgical’s da Vinci System.
The Honoring our Mentors Fellowship program, initially
honoring F. Griffith Pearson, enables North American sur-The Journal of Thoracic and Cargeons who have recently completed their residency in gen-
eral thoracic surgery to spend a focused period of four (4)
to six (6) weeks’ time studying clinical techniques at
a host institution in North America.
Since our parent Association, the AATS, underwrites all oper-
ational costs of the Foundation, 100% of all individuals’ con-
tributions to go directly to Foundation programming. The
AATS Graham Research Foundation is driving leadership,
learning, and innovation in the pursuit of excellence!
For more information on the AATS Graham Foundation,
please visit http://aatsgrahamfoundation.org.Edwards Lifesciences Advanced Treatments of
Valve Disease Fellowship
The Edwards Lifesciences Advanced Treatments of Valve
Disease Fellowship provides an educational experience for
a young cardiothoracic surgeon to spend a period of three
months (minimum) to one year studying clinical techniques
at a secondary institution with a focus on enhancing
expertise in advanced treatments of valve disease. A
$25,000 award will be provided to a successful applicant
to help defray related travel and living expenses incurred
at the secondary institution.
For additional information regarding the Fellowship
please visit the AATS Graham Foundation Web site
at www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org. Interested applicants
should meet the following qualifications before applying:
 A candidate should have completed his/her formal
training in general surgery and in thoracic and/or
cardiovascular surgery, but should yet not have
reached a senior position.
 Candidate meets all necessary criteria (license, visa,
etc) for travel to and from secondary center
 Candidates must have a current academic or hospital
appointment
 Candidates must be in their first five years after CT
training
Applications for consideration must be submitted electroni-
cally by November 1, 2014. Applications will be reviewed
by the AATS Graham Foundation’s Scientific Review
Committee, which includes surgeons with recognized
expertise in the treatment of valve disease. Applications
will be graded on all aspects of the award criteria and
notified of the decision by December 15th.Ethicon Fellowship for Advanced Thoracic
Minimally Invasive Surgery
The AATS Graham Foundation Ethicon Fellowship for
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Announcementsfor young thoracic surgeons from theUnited States to spend a
focused period of time between three months and one year
time to study clinical techniques at a host institution
proficient in MIS. The program is primarily geared to
provide an opportunity to obtain expertise in advanced
treatments of minimally invasive surgery, such as lung
resection surgery.
For additional information regarding the Fellowship,
please visit the AATS Graham Foundation Web site
at www.AATSGrahamFoundation.org. Interested appli-
cants should meet the following qualifications before
applying:
 A candidate should have completed his/her formal
training in general surgery and in thoracic and/or
cardiovascular surgery, but should yet not have
started a staff position or have started a staff position
within a 12-month period prior to commencing this
fellowship.
 Candidate meets all necessary criteria (license, visa,
etc) for travel to and from secondary center
 Candidates must have a current academic or hospital
appointment
 Candidates must be in their first five years after tho-
racic training1144 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular SurApplication Process
Applications will be available annually with a deadline of
November 1st. In addition to a formal online application,
candidates will also be required to upload the following mate-
rials:
 Curriculum vitae
 Letter of support from their home and secondary insti-
tutions
 Detailed outline of plans for the duration of stay at sec-
ondary center
 One page narrative on what they hope to accomplish
during their travel to a secondary training center
 One page statement of future career goals
 One page statement describing the relationship of the
planned study to the applicant’s prior work, prepara-
tion and professional goals
Applications for consideration must be submitted electroni-
cally by November 1, 2014. Applications will be reviewed
by the AATS Graham Foundation’s Scientific Review Com-
mittee, which includes surgeons with recognized expertise
in minimally invasive surgery and the focus will be to place
the recipients in institutions using Ethicon technology for
MIS. Notifications of the final decision will be provided
by December 15th.The American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination will be held on Monday,
November 14, 2014, at multiple sites throughout the United
States using an electronic format. The closing date for regis-
tration is August 15, 2014. Those wishing to be considered
for examination must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination,
a candidate must have successfully completed the Part I
(written) examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying
examination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board
in force at the time the application is received. Please
address all communications to the American Board of
Thoracic Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite
2320, Chicago, IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance
of Certification (MOC) process as Certified-Active must hold
an unrestricted medical license in the locale of their practice
and privileges in a hospital accredited by the JCAHO (or otherorganization recognized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid
ABTS certificate is an absolute requirement for entrance into
the Maintenance of Certification process. If your certificate
has expired, the only pathway for renewal of a certificate is
to take and pass the Part I (written) and the Part II (oral)
certifying examinations. The names of individuals who have
not maintained their certificate will no longer be published in
the American Board ofMedical Specialties Directories. Diplo-
mates’ names will be published upon successful completion of
the Maintenance of Certification process.
The CME requirements are 150 Category I credits earned
over a 5-year period. At least half of these CME hours need
to be in the broad area of thoracic surgery. Category II
credits are not accepted. Interested individuals should refer
to the Board’s Web site (www.abts.org) for a complete
description of acceptable CME credits. Diplomates will be
expected to submit verification of CME earned.
Diplomates in the Maintenance of Certification process
will need to provide a summary of their major cases
performed during the year prior to application. The practice
review should not exceed 100 cases.
Diplomates in the Maintenance of Certification process
will be required to complete all sections of the SESATS self-
assessment examination. It is not necessary for Diplomates to
purchase SESATS individually, because it will be sent to
them after their application has been approved.gery c September 2014
